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INSIGHT DEPARTMENT: IRELAND FACTSHEET 2019

Executive Summary
Key Facts and Trends

This factsheet provides the latest data on the volume and value of visitors from the International
Passenger Survey (IPS). Visitor figures refer to residents of the Republic of Ireland only. Northern
Ireland data is collected separately by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).
In 2020, the methodology of IPS was revised to represent more accurately international visitors and
all data was recalculated back to 2009. As a result, international figures in this report might differ
from, and supersede, previously published IPS data.

2019 was a very good year for tourism from Ireland. Following a significant decline between 2011
and 2015, the number of Irish travellers to Scotland has been resurging in recent years, and with
nearly 150,000 visits in 2019, Ireland became Scotland’s seventh largest international source
market measured by number of trips. This increase in trips led to associated growth in nights and
total expenditure which were significantly above their average for the past several years.

Visitors from Ireland have very different profile and travel behaviour from the rest of Scotland’s
key source markets. Irish residents travel to Scotland almost exclusively for a short break, and
only 3% of all trips between 2017 and 2019 lasted longer than a week. The most popular reason to
travel is to visit friends or relatives (44% of all trips over the same period) and this is
of
of all

of the



