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INSIGHT DEPARTMENT: CHINA FACTSHEET 2019

Executive Summary
Key Facts and Trends

This factsheet provides the latest data on the volume and value of visitors from the International
Passenger Survey (IPS). Visitor figures refer to residents of Mainland China only (excluding Hong Kong
and Macao). In 2020, the methodology of IPS was revised to represent more accurately international
visitors and all data was recalculated back to 2009. As a result, international figures in this report
might differ from, and supersede, previously published IPS data.

Please note: Due to the relatively low annual sample sizes for visitors to Scotland from China, 3-year
average figures have been calculated to allow for more accurate comparison of recent and historical
data (pages 7 and 8), and to provide a more robust basis for analysis of detailed data such as
regional visits and purpose of travel (pages 3 and 6). Some top-level 2019 figures have been provided
on pages 3, 4, 5 and 9 to keep this publication consistent with other international factsheets
published on visitscotland.org. While these can be useful, it is recommended to refer to the 3-year
average figures on pages 7 and 8 when analysing size and trends of the market.

Figures suggest that big increases in visits and spend made China Scotland’s fifth largest
international source market measured by number of visits, and fourth largest by tourism
expenditure in 2019.

Analysis of 3-year average data reveals significant and continuous market growth over the last
decade which culminated in 2017-2019 with 153,000 visits per year on average. China is Scotland’s
fastest growing key source market, with average annual trips increasing fivefold between 2010-
2012 and 2017-2019. Over the same period, tourism expenditure rose sevenfold, from £17 million
to £121 million peryear on average.

Chinese travellers prefer to visit Scotland during summer, and 60% of all trips occur between July
and September. Three in four visits last longer than a week. Among Scotland’s top ten source
markets, China has the highest share of holiday travel - 81% of all trips between 2017 and 2019. It
is also interesting to note that Chinese visitors are younger than the average international visitor
and nearly half of all Chinese trips to Scotland are made by people aged 34 or younger.
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https://www.visitscotland.org/research-insights/about-our-visitors/international
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Latest Information
Visitors from China to Scotland
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