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9.8. ATTRACTIONS IN EDINBURGH & LOTHIANS 

(IN DECREASING ORDER OF VISITS) 
 

Graph 9.11 – Quarterly Visitation Pattern to Attractions located in Edinburgh & Lothians 

 
Attraction Data 
 

Note: those attractions which requested their visits figures to remain confidential do not appear in this report. 
 

Owner Attraction 2006   2005   %06/05 F S Category
HS Edinburgh Castle, Edinburgh 1,211,036  1,188,894  +1.9   C 
G National Gallery of Scotland Complexiii, Edinburghiv 942,788  747,207  +26.2 F  MAG 
O National Museum of Scotlandv, Edinburgh 830,670  828,367  +0.3 F  MAG 
CT Edinburgh Zoo, Edinburgh 655,203  614,321  +6.7   Z 
CT Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Edinburgh 622,452  619,946  +0.4 F  G 
P Edinburgh Bus Tours, Edinburgh 501,445  458,963  +9.3   O 
LA Beecraigs Country Park, nr Linlithgow 435,530E 392,370E +11.0 F  CP 
G National War Museumv, Edinburgh 421,568  567,744  -25.7 F  MAG 
RO St Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh 401,405  330,152E +21.6 F  WS 
G Scottish Parliament Visitor Centre, Edinburgh 327,445  442,865  -26.1   VC 
CT Our Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh 300,420  273,292  +9.9   MAG 
LA Polkemmet Country Park, Whitburn 286,200E 270,000E +6.0 F  CP 
CT Royal Yacht Britannia, Edinburgh 280,729  265,659  +5.7   OHP 
LA Vogrie Country Park, Gorebridge 250,000E 250,000E 0.0 F  CP 
P Scotch Whisky Heritage Centre, Edinburgh 236,895  235,714  +0.5   VC 
LA Museum of Childhood, Edinburgh 233,690  215,668  +8.4 F  MAG 
G The Royal Scottish Academy Buildingiii, Edinburghvi 218,498  111,652  +95.7 F  MAG 
G Scottish National Portrait Galleryiii, Edinburgh 210,025  162,781  +29.0 F  MAG 
G Dean Gallery, Edinburgh 179,182  159,348  +12.4 F  MAG 
G Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh 177,618  201,098  -11.7 F  MAG 
PLC Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh 175,943  153,977  +14.3 F  MAG 
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Owner Attraction 2006   2005   %06/05 F S Category
CT Rosslyn Chapel, Roslin 175,053E 118,151  +48.2   WS 
P The Real Mary King’s Close, Edinburgh 155,969  144,885  +7.7   VC 
LA Almondell & Calderwood Country Park, Broxburn 144,942E 148,659E -2.5 F  CP 
G National Museum of Flightv, nr Haddington 104,240  150,908  -30.9   MAG 
CT Gorgie City Farm, Edinburgh 95,700E 100,000E -4.3 F  Z 
CT Almond Valley Heritage Centre, Livingston 84,375  87,880  -4.0   VC 
LA People’s Story Museum, Edinburgh 75,150  72,459  +3.7 F  MAG 
PLC Edinburgh Butterfly & Insect World, Lasswade 74,147  80,279  -7.6   Z 
LA City Art Centre, Edinburgh 63,940  68,477  -6.6 F  MAG 
LA Museum of Edinburgh (Huntly House), Edinburgh 52,751  49,195  +7.2 F  MAG 
HS Linlithgow Palace, Linlithgow 51,767  45,186  +14.6   HH 
LA Roslin Glen Country Park, Roslin 50,000E 50,000E 0.0 F  CP 
LA Writers’ Museum, Edinburgh 49,801  45,172  +10.2 F  MAG 
LA Lauriston Castle, Edinburgh 46,506  35,471E +31.1   C 
LA Scott Monument, Edinburgh 46,018  39,775  +15.7   HM 
CT Scottish Mining Museum, Newtongrange 36,927E 33,954E +8.8 F  MAG 
NTS Georgian House, Edinburgh 30,231  27,653  +9.3  S HH 
NTS Gladstone’s Land, Edinburgh 26,321  24,673  +6.7  S HH 
HS Tantallon Castle, North Berwick 23,006  21,113  +9.0   C 
RO Greyfriars’ Kirk, Edinburgh 21,216  19,395  +9.4 F S WS 
HS Dirleton Castle, Dirleton 19,495  14,945  +30.4   C 
HS Craigmillar Castle, Edinburgh 17,071  10,430  +63.7   C 
CT Water of Leith Visitor Centre, Edinburgh 13,375  11,200E +19.4 F  VC 
LA Travelling Gallery, Edinburgh 13,177  16,153  -18.4 F  MAG 
CT John Muir Birthplace, Dunbar 11,931  12,135  -1.7 F  VC 
RO John Knox House, Edinburgh 10,693  0     HH 
NTS Newhailes, Musselburgh 10,335  8,793  +17.5   HH 
PLC Nelson Monument, Edinburgh 10,325  9,969  +3.6   HM 
LA Dunbar Townhouse Museum, Dunbar 8,106  8,809  -8.0 F S MAG 
LA Newhaven Heritage Museum, Edinburgh 8,014  11,049  -27.5 F  MAG 
LA Prestongrange Industrial Heritage, Prestongrange 7,707  7,796  -1.1 F S MAG 
CT Collective Gallery, Edinburgh 7,247  20,544E -64.7 F  MAG 
PLC Brass Rubbing Centre, Edinburgh 7,022  4,845  +44.9 F S MAG 
LA Queensferry Museum, South Queensferry 6,229  6,532  -4.6 F  MAG 
CT Linlithgow Union Canal Society, Linlithgow 5,522  4,398E +25.6  S O 
NTS Malleny Garden, Edinburgh 5,409  5,350E +1.1   G 
CT Linlilthgow Canal Centre, Linlithgow 4,802  6,519E -26.3 F S VC 
RO St Mary’s Parish Church, Haddington 4,515  4,487  +0.6 F S WS 
HS Crichton Castle, Pathhead 3,943  3,916  +0.7  S C 
NTS Inveresk Lodge Garden, Musselburgh 3,784E 5,444E -30.5   G 
NTS House of the Binns, Edinburgh 3,216  3,441  -6.5  S HH 
HS Cairnpapple Hill, Torphichen 2,850  1,935  +47.3  S HM 
CT Bennie Museum, Bathgate 2,656  2,394  +10.9 F  MAG 
NTS Preston Mill & Phantassie Doocot, East Linton 2,607  3,089  -15.6  S WP 
HS Seton Collegiate Church, Longniddry 1,760  1,336  +31.7  S OHP 
P Arniston House, Gorebridge 938  1,110  -15.5  S HH 
CT Saltire Flag Site, North Berwick 898E 979E -8.3 F S VC 
O Heriot Watt University Archive, Edinburgh 597E 591E +1.0 F  MAG 
HS Trinity House Maritime Museum, Edinburgh 443  278  +59.4   MAG 
RO Dalmeny Church, Dalmeny 400E 200E +100.0 F S WS 
O Victorian Pharmacy Museum, Edinburgh 100E 100E 0.0 F S MAG 

 


